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JACKIE REEM sALLOUM I

Sapan ve Hip Hop'da aligik
oldugumuzdan farki bir Filistin
portresiyle ve genciigiyle
kargilagiyoruz. Sadece siyasi yoniiyle
de olan bir Ulkeyi neden bu

sekilde anlatmayn tercih ettiniz?

Filside 60 yidr devam eden al
isgal

SITA SINGS THE BLUES
NINA PALEY

ita Blues Soyliyor gin, tutku,
sadakat, gi, erdem ve kotiiigiin
temsil edildigi epik bir Hint destam
olan Ramayanainin yeniden yorumu
diyebiliriz. Yonetmen Nina Paley, filmin
i, kaliteli ve abartisiz

Vishnunun yeniden dogumu saytlan
Prens Ramainin basindan gecenler

anlatan destanin aksine film; Ramaimn
Kans: Sitaimn yasadiklarina odaklaniyor.

Nina Paley bu itk uzun metrajly
filminde Sitanin ask, baguk ve
bagmiik dykisine paralel olarak
otobiyografik hikayesini de anlatyor.
Bir yandan sadakati sirekli teste tabi
tutulan ve hayats sirgiinlerde gecen
Sitaiyr fzlerken; diger taraftan Nina
adindaki bir animasyoncunun -evet,
yénetmenin ta kendisi- Hindistan'a

Varacak gergekgi ve ic burkucu olaylar
zincirine sahit oluyoruz,

Filmin en eglenceli anian, Hint
fencgine ai, basanly
seedmenie dha e o e
Il it e
it arsaeiersbenertider
ta ve Ramainin
hikayesinin anlatmim slendidi
Jasimlar ita Blues Seyliyor oldukea
Kisiselbi lk flm olmasin yan sira
sevgl, baglilk ve Hlskier zerine
evrensel ckanmiar yapan ve soylemek
istedilerininasi aktaracagin i bilen
bir yapim, Bel de son yilanin en
etkileyici animasyonu.

Sita Sings the Blues can be described
as a reinterpretation of the Ramayana,
the Indian epic of passion, power,
fidelity, wisdom and evil. The director
has build the film's dramatic structure
on a blend of sharp humor and the
songs of 19205 jazz icon Annette
Hanshaw. Altough the epic tells the
story of Prince Rama, a reincaration
of Vishnu, the God of Life, the movie
s focused on the experiences of
Ramais wife Sita

In her first feature film, Nina Paley
tels Sita's story of love, fidelity and

addiction in parallel with her own life
story. On the one hand, we watch Sita
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Filstin toplumundakt anjamin
gdstermesi. Tum bu detaylar)
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whose fidelity
tested and whose life is spent in exile;
on the other hand we witness a sad
and true chain of events that ends up

with an animator called Nina -yes, the
director herself- being abandoned, and
informed of it in a short e-mail, by her
husband who s heading off to India for
work

The movie's most entertaining
moments come when the three
traditional Indian shadow puppets
beautifully dubbed and strikingly
similar to the Turkish Karagdz-Hacivat
characters- narrate the story of Sita
and Rama. As well as being a
distinctively personal frst movie, Sita
Sings the Blues is a fine film with
universal messages about love, fidelity
and relationships, and a strong idea of
how a story should be told. Itis
probably the most impressive
animation of recent years.
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Palestine from a different angle with S!mqmm Hip

esistance for the new Palestinian
and how to break the stereotypes of

s

Arabs.

In Slingshot Hip Hop we see a portrait
of Palestineand Plestiian youth
that s diffrent rom what

usec dyou choose this way
otk sbout s comiry which

usually only discussed i terms of its
politics:

The Israeli occupation of Palestine,
which has been golng on for 60 years, s
especially restrictive on the lives of
youngpeopl, and kil thei hopes

The rap groups that | discovered in
2007 are wsing usic a5  means of
resistance. The way that the
occupation and resetance affcts the
young genrations e s usally
ignored. Slingshot Hip Hop tries to
Show young people, musi and
remsance bendad with the detals of
daily

One of the interesting points about
the movie was the way it changed the
perceived image of Arabs, and
showed the meaning of women,
family and hip hop in Palestinian
Society. How did you manage to
capture these details?

The filming took five years, and we
shot seven hundred hours of video,

Since my mother is Palestinian, | am
familiar with the social structure of
Palestine and | wanted to show how

different i s from how it is presented
in the media. The fact that people of
all ages come to the rap concerts, the
upport that musicans gt rom thel
familes, the expressive force of U
e it hve sty e
estine

re
medium of this resistance, the music.

Seima Soviil
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Olduksa soguk ve zorlayic w film, Better Things.
Ancak ydnetmen, yarattig osfer, gercekci
istubunu destekleyen bir namos gibi kullaniyor ve
izleyiciyi unutulmasi zor imgelerle basbasa birakan,
etileyici bir drama ortaya koyuyor. Duane Hopkinsin bu
ilk filmi toplumdan distanms veya bir sekilde kendini
soyutlams karakterlerin Gikmaziarin, 6lim ve uyusturucu
ekseninde anlatmaya calsiyor. Danny Boyle'un modern
Kasigi Trainspottingten sonra Ingiliz Sinemasinda bu
den ilerleyen onlarca film yapild. Bu sebeple,

Konunun anlatilmamis ya da izerinde fazta durulmamis.
yonlerini bulup Gne qikarmak da Hopkinsin bir dier

basans:. Better Things, kimi zaman gercekiisti olmaya

Better Things fs a cold and austere movie but the.
director uses this atmosphere to emphasise its realistic:
style. The result s an impressive drama full of
unforgettable images. Duane Hopkins, in his frst film,
tells the story of outsiders and their predicaments,
revolving around death and drugs. After Danny Boyle's
modern classic Trainspotting, British cinema has produced
dozens of movies along the same lines. One of Hopkin's
successes i to address some of the less noticed aspects of
a much-discussed issue. Better Things is a mature first
film which tells its story powerfully and in a style
occasionally shifting towards the surreal and
hallucinatory.

DAHA iYi SEYLER nmm—
BETTER THING'S I—
DUANE HOPKINS

hikayesini
itk film.

yaklasan, haliisinatif antatimyla -bunu saglamada gorintis
yonetiminin ve

olaganiistii ses isciliginin pay ¢
5ili ve Garpicy bi sekilde anlatan, olgun bir
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!F INSPIRED: A SELECTION OF BOREDOM AND HOPE

Bui inc yas layan, fesivalnyarma

en ytnetmeniern ik veya inci
ety 05 b seave sabl. B
icerikte yenlik ile hikaye antatmindaki tesavelm
ne cikuig bu filmler, birbirlerini birgok farkl
Vonden tamamlayarak kendi ileringe bt Sutarbik
Gusturoyor.Forks hayeler anlatyormus o
goriinen bu fitmlerin astinda cok benzer de
var. Insan olmak, hayati yasayacak bir yol secmek,
ne istedigine karar vermek gibi hepimizi kendi

Oslo, Patagony: e karsaly, sizin ev, belk
deberimki.. V.sandxgv yeyaegwaem atn
acittid yer hep ayni. Yasamak derdi, insan olma

ones aem ‘b fumier umuca s a ocikca
bir achk duyduumuzun en bariz kant

Climakis stk arannan o yerde e nderken
sson, oz Kt ep snemacin
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v festival's competition section, If Inspired,
ond birthday, offers 2 selection
directors. These

content and their bold narration, also complement
exchother Theyseem o ve s concers

ceviren sorular hakkinda cevaplar aramiyor. Anca

e Yontmenerdecevap aradklon soruann

Shodyete kadar covaper alabiec

htimalinden haberdar. Bu sebeple de ortaren

Kimi zaman muzipce, kimi zaman da yirek soken

bir taradasuratimza carpveriyorta. Kmnmm
rolus sikintisim haddinden faz!

Smaato b itern sgaemigs somasn

garip bigimde daha da kolaylastiryor.

Geng yastaki karakterler etrafinda sekillenen
hikayesi le, insamin diinyada kendine bir yer
‘agmasinin ve actig bu yerde kaymadan ayakta
durabilmesinin ne den zor olabilecegini
gésteriyor, Okul Crkisi. Varolussal krizlerin belki de.
en yogun yasandii donem olan ergenli mercek
altina almas), yonetmenin soylemek istediklerine
fazlasiyla uygun bir ortam yaratiy

anlamszgnin farkis vanims., ne acidr
aybolmasina yol aciyor. Ingllmv!

it sey”
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soxc
asiyor Hicik kaviaminin alom anlati nsan
GnGleric dolduran yonctmen, Ticbir seyin
gerdimize o her an nnamayacag.mn
‘dem vuruyor. Osloinun siradan bir mahalles

Kendimiy gt svadan insanlart tanstgm Soduk

Yemek, leyicde yarat) depresi ruh el def
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Yayalecni kurlann' * dor sanki Bt gokylzin

aniden kaplayan bir kus sirisunin pesinden
Karayiplere gllme Plantan yapmamz cn
diirtukli r, Patagonya'da bir ka

Sakanan intive mnesl ‘Alba ile diktatorluk sonras
Arjantin'de hayatin ne kadar karmasik hale

different stories.
1h8 s s e e s o
about being human, choosing a way of lie,
deciding what to o - the kind of stuations which
tur us into examinees in our own lives. But these
young directors are aware of the possibility that
these auestions may remain uransvered il the
end of time. Thus, they pose their questions
Sometimes teasinly, and sometimes bitterly.
These flmsdonot ke el nd e
seriously, ‘makes them
Uricusly more tkely to Stck n our throat,

After School shows us how difficult it s to find a

place in the world, and to hold on to it when you
have it. The film's focus on adolescence, a phase
‘when existentialist crises are lived to their
extreme, creates a suitable environment for the
directors message. When they realize th

eaniiesnes of e, infartunaely the yorg
ople alo lose thir nnocence. In Better Things,
‘Whieh can be summarized s ~humman
from the British countryside”, we see and hear
nothingness” from the very start, The director,
‘who starts to pose his questions without wasting
time, expands on the concept of nothis
through the stories of people in the film, and
hows that “nothing” can be a remedy to our
problems. Cold Lunch in which we meet ordinary
people like us in an ordinary district of O:
T cynical manner 2 8 Shiev to e the depresson
itspies t the audence t 35 fthe divector s
saying, “Ill keep life busy, you escape and save
your dreams!” He procs us nto makingplans t0 o
o the Caribbean following a flock of birds that
Soddenty il he sk On s oner
Semender ntiand i her mather who are hiding
na town n Patagonia, intend to shoy
mplicated life can get in post-dictatorship
Av!cnum But they don't turn their backs on

welebicceiin gsterme e tde. Ancaks Sy ort
gizelliklere »
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0, Patagni,the Bt counrysde, your
home, mine... The place may change, but
e e where e hur sty s, These

films, which show the problems of life, of being

human,ar clearpros of our chldis hunger for
hope. We leave the salon halfway bet

{aghing and crying, bt aware tha the cinema
will always offer hope.
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